




New Take Charge of Your Finances (TCF) Semester Course Recommenda�on & Lesson Plans 

A new feature of FEFE’s educator-designed website is “course support pages”. 

These pages are designed to provide educators who teach a two-week course to 

a semester or year-long course as a one stop shopping experience for all support 

materials. Visit FEFE’s Take Charge of Your Finances Semester Course page to 

see the several time-saving resources FEFE educators have developed for you! 

Teaching the Take Charge of Your Finances Semester Course 

These lessons are 100% new lesson plans. They are designed to replace an existing lesson in 

the FEFE curriculum. It is recommended that the entire lesson plan be downloaded. 

NEW LESSON PLAN WHAT LESSON IS BEING REPLACED 

Identity Theft 1.3.1 100% Revised Lesson Plan! 

Understanding a Credit Card 1.4.1 Replaces Selecting a Credit Card 1.4.1 and What is Credit 1.4.3.  

Understanding Credit Reports 1.4.2 100% Revised Lesson Plan! 

Introduction to Investing 1.12.1 100% New Lesson Plan!  Replaces Rule of 72 1.14.3 

Savings Tools 1.14.2  100% Revised  Lesson Plan!  Replaces Managing Your Cash 1.14.2 

Gumball Machine 1.0.7 100% New Lesson Plan!  

Choosing to Save 1.14.1 100% New Lesson Plan! Replaces Introduction to Saving 1.14.1, 

Savings Terminology Games 1.14.4 and Time Value of Money 1.14.5 

Confessions of a Shopaholic 5.0.44 100% New Active Learning Tool! 

Life Cycle of Financial Planning 

1.11.2 

100% Revised Lesson Plan! 

News Interview 5.0.45 100% New Active Learning Tool! 

Semester Course Recommendation 100% Revamped to have a better overall course flow. 

Test banks 100% Revised, including the Semester Course Pre- and Post-Test 

1.0.0.M1 

Our full-time staff is dedicated to working closely with our National Master Educator Team to collaboratively  

update lesson plans as well as address current changes in the financial industry that may impact the content of 

your instruction. This dedication ensures up-to-date, relevant, engaging, and ready-to-teach resources. In June 

2010, the following new lesson plans were posted after extensive teacher testing. To assist you during the 

transition to the new resources, the lesson plans being replaced will remain on the FEFE web site until May 2011. 

Save Time & Paper! 

Purchase the New and 

Updated Resources Binder 

Binder includes all FEFE lesson plans 

which have been 100% revised or are 

100% brand new. This option is 

available to save you time and paper!   

 Only $75 

Available for a limited time.              

http://fefe.arizona.edu/tff/purchase  

CURRICULUM UPDATES 



Downloading Take Charge of Your Finances Semester Course Resources with “one click” 

Preparing Supplies for My Course 

Teaching the Take Charge of Your Finances Semester Course 

The new FEFE website has several 
newly developed, personal to you, 

methods to notify you when a lesson 
plan is new or has been updated 

since your last download. Check it 
out: http://fefe.arizona.edu/sites/

fefe.arizona.edu/files/
New_and_updated_howto.pdf 

HOW DO I KNOW IF A LESSON 

PLAN HAS BEEN UPDATED? 

Interactive Student Worksheets to Support Your  

Online Course or a Paperless Classroom! 

100% of FEFE lesson plan worksheets are now available in an interactive PDF format. Worksheets are PDF 

files with text boxes where students may type their responses, save, and submit! Download the interactive 

worksheets for any topic with the other lesson plan files. If you are posting these files for students to access, 

they MUST be posted on a secure school server or password protected website.   

*Be sure to download the latest version of Adobe Reader. 

The activity-based nature of the FEFE lesson plans actively 
engage students during a course. However, lessons sometimes 
require supplies not available in our ready-to-teach lesson 
plans. The FEFE team works with every lesson plan to provide 
several alternatives to minimize necessary supplies. In addition, 
a “Supplemental Cost Document” has been 
designed telling you exactly what supplies are 
needed, quantity, where to purchase them, and 
anticipated cost. http://fefe.arizona.edu/sites/
fefe.arizona.edu/files/Supplemental_Costs.pdf 

  

The FEFE team is working to save you time as you prepare for your course! With just 
“one click” you can now download several required resources to teach your semester 
course. Resources are available on the Take Charge of Your Finances (TCF) semester 
course page. http://fefe.arizona.edu/tff/curriculum-types/take-charge/semester-trimester 

� Student workbook— Includes all worksheets, information sheets, and rubrics for 
the lesson plans recommended in the FEFE semester course. 

� Activity pieces— This includes enough activity pieces for a class size of thirty. We recommend printing on 
cardstock and laminating. Store these in clear zip lock bags, small containers, envelope file folders, or… 
your own creative way! 

� Answer keys— We provide answer keys for every FEFE lesson plan worksheet! 

� Multiple choice assessments— You will find three to five multiple-choice questions in every FEFE lesson 
plan. This includes pre- and post-tests as well as mid-course assessments for a TCF semester course. 

Does Money Grow On Trees 2.1.1 



Gumball Machine Analogy of Financial Well-Being 

Favorite Educator Resource Websites                                        

Meet a few of the 2010-2011 National Master Educators as they share their favorite educator 

resources sites (besides FEFE of course).  

EDUCATOR SPOTLIGHT 

Kathie Beck – Family and Consumer Sciences Teacher, MI 

“I use information for several lessons from Clark Howard at http://www.cnn.com/CNN/

Programs/clark.howard/. He has a TV show that airs on CNN and HLN over the 

weekends. Clark’s information is delivered in a fun way, taking questions from people 

who call or email. Using his website, I can pull up excerpts from his show and share 

research relevant topics with my students, while they watch me navigate the website, 

as well as recommend or assign students to read about topics that are posted on the 

website. Clark addresses a wide range of topics that are very interesting to both 

students and parents.” 

Amy Broekhuizen – Family and Consumer Sciences Teacher, MI 

 

“My favorite website with teaching resources is the Utah Education Network 

(www.uen.org) because it offers a wide variety of lesson plans that fit into any Career 

and Technical Education curriculum.”  

Margie Chinadle – Family and Consumer Sciences Teacher, MT 

“My favorite website with teaching resources would have to be the FEFE website 
because it has everything I need to be an effective teacher in personal finance. The 

other website that I use frequently in my classroom is the Montana Career 
Information Service website. It is accessed by going to the Montana student 

assistance website, www.safmt.org, and clicking on the MCIS tab. You have to 
register first (no cost) and can then enter the program. It is great for my students 
because it has interest inventory and skills tests that are aligned with the Holland 

codes and career pathways. It allows my students to research careers that they are 
interested in that the program suggests would be a good fit based on their test 

scores. It also has college information both for Montana and the U.S. that allows 
students to look at the schools they might attend and goes through the application 
process and fees. This site is updated frequently and new careers are added when 

needed. I use this website with my career unit in three of my classes.” 



Gumball Machine Analogy of Financial Well-Being 

Brenda Dumler – Family and Consumer Sciences Teacher, MO 

 
“Even though my favorite website is FEFE, I also like using the Wall Street Journal 
(thewallstreetjournal.com) within my classroom. For $20.00 a year, I get 30 monthly 

student newspapers, a teacher resource paper, and a daily Wall Street Journal online 
news highlights. There is also a resume help feature and an online stock game that 

have been really useful.” 

Michael Morrow – Business Education Teacher, TN 

 
 

“My favorite website (besides FEFE) for teaching resources is 
federalreserveeducation.org. This site has free lesson plans, publications, activities, 

and simulations. It speaks to individuals about personal finance topics not just 
monetary policy.” 

Shelly Stanton – Business Education Teacher, MT 

 
“The latest website I have been using for teaching resources is a Wiki created by a 

friend and colleague, http://marzano.wetpaint.com/. I love this site because all of the 
websites recommended are only those that can be easily implemented in the 

classroom. I am also working on a blog that lists all of my technology use and favorite 
websites and is ongoing (http://lifelongtechie.weebly.com/).”  

YOUR OPINON COUNTS 

� Share your favorite website for teaching resources on 

FEFE’s Facebook page and WIN BIG!       

� Vote on what part of our  newsletter you enjoy the most! 

Visit our poll on the FEFE website!    

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Family-Economics-Financial-Education/166344693326?ref=ts
fefe.arizona.edu


 

 

  

WATCH OUT FOR CARS ADVERTISED ON CRAIG’S LIST 

October 2010 

The Hook 

Great deal on a used car - priced way below “Blue Book.”  
 

The Scam 

It’s all a lie. The car has a defective engine or other problems which have 
been masked by temporary repairs. The seller is neither the true 
registered owner nor a licensed dealer so you have no recourse to get 
your money back after the sale. Did you ever wonder why you can find jobs, roommates, cars and just 
about everything you need without ever having to buy a newspaper or be a subscriber to a site? The 
Fraudsters use Craig’s List and similar sites for the same reason these sites appeal to us - because they’re 
free. But watch out! Free means there is little or no protection against fraud or misrepresentation. 
 

Play it Safe 

Buy only from registered dealers or private individuals that you know and trust. Make sure that the seller’s 
name is on the title. Always have the car checked out by a reputable mechanic. 
 

The Whole Story 

Andy was a recent college graduate who borrowed $5000 so he could buy a car to commute to work once 
he found a job. He saw a late model SUV on Craig’s List that was loaded–4WD, low miles, clean, well-
maintained and with all the extras he was looking for. He called the number in the ad, and the “owner” Fred 
told him he would meet him “on the street” to look at the car. Andy looked at the car, took it for a short 
drive, and it drove well. Fred said he was getting lots of calls about the car and that it probably would sell 
quickly. 
 

Andy decided that this used SUV was too good to pass up, ignored his dad’s advice to take the car to an 
independent mechanic to have it checked out, and gave Fred $4900 in cash to buy the car. When Andy 
went to register the car he could not because the seller didn’t fill out or sign the odometer certification, and 
Fred was not the registered owner. Fred didn’t return Andy’s calls, and since he met Fred on the street he 
didn’t know where to find him. He went to the address of the name of the owner listed on the title (Sandra) 
only to find that she had moved years before and did not have a forwarding address. 
 

Then the unthinkable happened: the car made a terrible noise and stopped running. Andy was out of 
money because he spent so much on the car, still had no job and had to borrow more money to have the 
car towed to the mechanic. After submitting a Public Disclosure Request the DMV provided him contact 
information for Sandra, the registered owner. She told him that the previous month she advertised the car 
on Craig’s List as “very clean” with a cracked cylinder head or a broken head gasket that would need 
$2000-$3000 in repairs. She sold the car to Fred for $2500.  Upon the advice of an attorney Andy went to 
Small Claims Court to file a lawsuit against Fred. He also filed a complaint with the DMV who was 
interested to learn that Fred did not have a dealer license allowing him to sell a car not registered to him. 
 

Andy borrowed an additional $2700 to have the car repaired but a month later the engine failed again and 
needed to be replaced. Since Andy now had a job he was able to borrow another $3000 to buy a used 
engine with a warranty. He had now spent $11,000 on his $4900 great deal. With the strength of the 
state’s investigation on his side, Andy sued Fred under the Consumer Protection Act. Fred agreed to pay 
for all of Andy’s repair bills in order to avoid going to court. This, however, is not usual for most cases.   

FRAUD OF THE MONTH 

http://consumerjungle.org/
fefe.arizona.edu



