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WANAGO FINALIST FOR ACTE’S OUTSTANDING
CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATOR AWARD

ALEXANDRIA, VA – The Association for Career and Technical Education (ACTE) announces Nicole Wanago, of Bozeman, Montana, has been named Region V ACTE Outstanding Career and Technical Educator. Wanago is one of four finalists vying for the national title of 2010 Outstanding Career and Technical Educator, which recognizes career and technical educators, other than full-time teachers, who have provided significant contributions to professional associations and career and technical education programs for youth and/or adults in their fields, communities and/or states. The winner will be announced during the ACTE national awards ceremony at ACTE’s Annual Convention in Nashville, Tennessee, on November 20.
Wanago is project director for the Family Economic and Financial Education (FEFE) Project at the University of Arizona—Take Charge America Institute. She collaborates with state CTE administrators to implement financial education nationally, and she directs the FEFE Project by providing curriculum and training to classroom educators in grades seven-12. Wanago integrated adolescent literacy and reading strategies into the FEFE curriculum. She started the FEFE Project at Montana State University in 2001, with a grant from Take Charge America. Since the inception of FEFE, it has trained over 8,000 educators. 
She is guiding the development of a student-directed financial education Web site that will include simulations, interactive games, blogging and a Facebook-style portfolio feature. At the university level, she has provided service learning opportunities for future teachers by working closely with the university’s Family and Consumer Science program to provide internship and employment opportunities for future teachers through the FEFE program.
Wanago is a member of ACTE, Montana ACTE, American Association of Family and Consumer Sciences, Montana Association of Family and Consumer Sciences, and the Association for Financial Counseling and Planning Education. 

For more information on ACTE’s Outstanding Career and Technical Educator award, please visit www.acteonline.org. 
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